
 
Referral of Students for Special Education Services (Child Find) 

 

In accordance with Chapter 711 of Title 22 of the Pennsylvania Code, BCN shall ensure that children with 

disabilities, regardless of the severity of their disabilities, and who are enrolled at the charter school and 

are in need of special education and related services, are identified, located, and evaluated and a 

practical method is developed and implemented to determine which children with disabilities are 

currently receiving needed special education and related services. BCN has developed policies and 

procedures to identify students needing special education services including the implementation of an 

MTSS (Multi-tiered Systems of Student Support) framework. If a student is thought to be eligible  for 

special education services, teachers, other school personnel, or guardians may refer the student for a 

screening and/or evaluation. Guardians suspecting that a student may have a disability and need special 

education services can request a screening or evaluation at any time by calling the Main Office, talking 

with their student’s teacher, submitting a written request, or contacting the Head of School.  The school 

team will  review existing data such as health records, guardian interviews and history, functional vision 

and hearing evaluations, speech, language, PT and OT screenings (if needed) . If a special education 

comprehensive evaluation is requested by the guardian  or by the school team based on the data 

reviewed, the appropriate  certified personnel will conduct the evaluation maintaining all timelines.  No 

evaluations may be conducted without written guardian permission. 

State and federal law afford many rights and protections to students with disabilities and their 

guardians. A summary of these rights and protections follows. Interested persons may obtain a 

complete written summary of the rights and protections afforded by law, together with information 

about free or low-cost legal services and advice, by contacting the Assistant Head of Specialized 

Services or school principal.   

 

Prior Written Notice: The public school must notify the guardian in writing whenever it proposes to 

initiate or to change the identification, evaluation, educational program, or placement of a student or 

whenever it refuses to initiate or make a change in the identification, evaluation, educational program, 

or placement requested by a guardian. Such notice must be accompanied by a written description of 

the reasons for the proposal or refusal, the options considered, if any, and the reason why such 

options were rejected.  

Consent: The public school cannot proceed with an evaluation or reevaluation or with the initial 

provision of special education and related services without the written consent of the guardian. A public 

school may override the lack of consent for an initial evaluation by requesting the approval of an 

impartial hearing officer or judge following a  hearing. If the guardian fails to respond to a written 

request for permission to reevaluate, however, the public school may proceed with the proposed 

reevaluation without consent. A public school may not seek a hearing to override the refusal of a 
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guardian’s consent to an initial placement in special education.  

 

Protection in Evaluation Procedure: Evaluations to determine eligibility and current need for special 

education and related services must be administered in a manner that is free of racial, cultural, or 

linguistic bias. Evaluations cannot consist of a single test or assessment and testing must be a valid 

measure of the psychological, social,  emotional, or other learning characteristics or behavior that the 

school is using it to measure. Testing and assessment must be administered in accordance with 

professional standards and the criteria established by the publisher. It must be administered in the 

native language of the student.  

 

More Information: Detailed printed information about available special education services, programs, 

and policies is available from the school upon request. Anyone interested should contact the Head of 

School. Information and communications are in English but will be provided in the native language or 

other modes of communication used by guardians, if appropriate. More information can also be found 

on our website: www.belmontcharternetwork.org  
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