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A MESSAGE FROM OUR HEAD OF SCHOOL

Welcome BCMS Families,

As we approach the beginning of a new school year, | wanted to take a moment to extend my warmest welcome to both new
and returning families of our Belmont Charter Middle School Community.

Our school is not just a place of learning; it is a vibrant community where students, educators, and families come together to
create an environment that nurtures academic, social, and personal development. | am committed to fostering open lines of
communication between home and school, as we firmly believe that your involvement plays a crucial role in your child's
educational journey.

The upcoming school year holds promises of new opportunities, exciting challenges, and memorable experiences. We are
dedicated to providing a safe, inclusive, and supportive environment that encourages curiosity, creativity, and critical
thinking. Our talented and dedicated team of educators is passionate about helping your children reach their full potential,
and we will work tirelessly to ensure a positive and enriching educational experience for every student.

Whether you are new to our community or a returning family, | encourage you to explore the pages of our school handbook,
which serves as a valuable resource to familiarize you with our policies, procedures, and the various aspects of school life. If
you have any questions or require further information, please do not hesitate to reach out to our administrative team. We
are here to assist you and make your journey with us as smooth as possible.

In closing, | want to express my sincere gratitude for entrusting us with your child's education. The partnership between
home and school is a vital component of our students' success, and | look forward to working closely with you throughout
the year ahead.

Thank you for being a part of the Belmont Charter Middle School family. Together, we will create a nurturing and enriching
environment that empowers our students to excel academically, socially, and personally.

Wishing you a wonderful start to the upcoming school year!
Ms.Aquila Waller

Head of School
Belmont Charter Middle School
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BCMS IMPORTANT CONTACTS

Head of School

Ms. Aquila Waller Aquila.Waller@belmontcharternetwork.org

Start with me for:

School-wide questions, comments, or concerns.

Assistant Head of School
for ELA and Enrichment

Kate Curry kate.curry@belmontcharternetwork.org

Start with me for:

Academic concerns, lesson planning, unit planning, classroom environment,
curriculum materials, etc.

Assistant Head of
Specialized Services

Brianna Brown brianna.brown@belmontcharternetwork.org

Start with me for:

Parent requested evaluations, Specially Designed Instruction, Academic Concerns

Assistant Head of School
for Math and Science

Nerfertari Austin nefertari.Austin@belmontcharternetwork.org

Start with me for:

Academic concerns, lesson planning, unit planning, classroom environment,
curriculum materials, etc.

Assistant Head of School
Culture

Jill Masterson Jill.Masterson@belmontcharternetwork.org

Start with me for:

School culture, student behaviors, events, etc.

Director of Operations

Emily Buckingham Emily.Buckingham@belmontcharternetwork.org

Start with me for:

Attendance, supplies, incidents, maintenance/custodial concerns, security, food
service, etc.

Front Desk Coordinator

Aisha Royal Aisha.royal@belmontcharternetwork.org

Start with me for:

All matters related to lateness, absences, getting in touch with teachers, student
schedules, etc.

Family Support Services

Lakisha Berry Lakisha.Berry@belmontcharternetwork.org

Start with me for:

Social work services, guidance counselor services, etc.

Nurse

Ashley Johnson Ashley.johnson@belmontcharternetwork.org

Start with me for:

Health concerns, Immunization, Medicine, and other medical questions,
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Operations Manager Clarissa Mullins clarissa.mullins@belmontcharternetwork.org

Start with me for: All matters related to lateness, absences, getting in touch with teachers, student
schedules, etc.

SCHOOL UNIFORM POLICY

We believe uniforms help build community pride and support equity amongst all students. We also know it’s our mission to
prepare students for college and career readiness. Therefore, school uniforms must be worn at all times. Uniforms can be

purchased during school-day hours at the BCMS front lobby. It is recommended that you always call in advance to confirm
availability of sizes.

Our required school uniform is as follows: The Uniform Policy is that students must wear a Belmont Issued shirt that
is visible at all times. A description of acceptable items can be found below. In cases in inclement weather, students
may wear a long sleeve shirt or sweatshirt under their Belmont issued shirt of any color.

Uniform Shirt Students can wear any Belmont issued shirt:
e Belmont Shirt *sold at Cramers
o S§18 for Polo T-shirt
o S§16 for Long-Sleeved T-shirt
o S12 Red T-Shirt
e Any novelty Belmont issued shirt (Belmont Voices, wrestling, etc...)
Uniform Bottoms Blue ,Khaki, or black bottoms:
e No rips/holes/fraying
e No tights/leggings
e Shorts and skirts must reach the knee

Footwear e Closed toe shoes only
e Slides are not permitted
Outerwear Students can wear the following outerwear:
e Belmont Issued Crewneck
o S16

e Any Belmont Issued Outerwear
o If students have novelty Belmont issued outerwear they must
still follow uniform guidelines- hoods may not be worn on
heads.
Hoodies, Hats, Ski-masks/face coverings, Bonnets, Scarfs, Du-rags are not

permitted at Belmont Charter Middle School.

Religious Attire At BCMS we respect all religious practices. Students are welcome to wear
religious garments that match school colors of Navy, tan, or black.
Dress Down Day Occasionally students will be permitted to participate in dress down days.

During dress down days students are permitted to wear their outerwear of their
choice within the following guidelines:

e Hoods must remain off of head

e Ski masks/face masks are not permitted

e Shorts and skirts must hit at the knee
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SCHOOL DAY ARRIVAL & DISMISSAL

Being at school and on time every day is essential to your student’s success at school. Students should not arrive at the
school building prior to the “Doors Open” time indicated. Students arriving prior to this time will be unsupervised, and BCN
will not be responsible for the student at this time.

Description Time Location & Details

Arrival prior to doors opening 7:45-8:00 Students arriving prior to this time will be unsupervised and
BCN will not be responsible for the student at this time.

Doors are open for on-time 7:45am - 8:01 am Students should use the main entrance on 41st street for
arrival morning entry.
Breakfast is served from 7:45 am - 8:00 am All students who report to school by 8:00 am will have

access to a free breakfast.

Students are marked late as of After 8:01 am Students who are arriving late will go to the BCMS entrance
on 41st street

Students are dismissed at 2:55 pm (full day) Students will exit on the 41st street door.
12:45 (half day)

Enrichment/Clubs dismissal Times may vary Students will exit on the 41st street door.

Late pickup details 3:00 and after Late pick-up for any students will be at the BCMS front
entrance on 41st street

TRANSPORTATION

The School District of Philadelphia is responsible for the transportation of students to and from school. According to the
District’s policy, students who reside more than 1.5 miles from their respective school buildings will receive a yellow bus or
SEPTA transportation. Students who qualify for SEPTA transportation will receive SEPTA transpasses. For additional
information regarding transportation, contact the main office.

o All BCMS students can get dropped off directly at the front entrance doors on 41st street

® Any questions about transpasses or transportation in general can be directed to Ms. Aisha at the front desk.
e If astudent loses their transpass, they can see Ms. Aisha at the front desk.

CELL PHONE USAGE POLICY
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BCMS Cell Phone Policy

Students are not allowed to use electronic devices(phones, watches, earbuds) at
BCMS. Students are responsible for ensuring electronic devices are not visible on
school premises. Students’ electronic devices should be secured in their Yondr
Pouches.

Purpose

The purpose of the BCMS Cell Phone Policy is to create an academic environment
that is safe and free from unnecessary distractions.

BCMS Cell Phone Procedure

e When students enter the building, they will turn their phones off or place them
on silent/airplane mode.

e Students will put their cell phones in their Yonder pouch and secure them in their
personal belongings.

® At dismissal, Students will have their pouches unlocked by building staff upon

exit.
Teacher (Classroom) Dean Student
BCMS Cell Phone Infractions/ 1% Infraction e Enters Kickboard e  Collects cellular e Turnsin
T (e AT infraction device cellular
u ® [ssue Next Day device
Detention e Serves1day
e Documented Family Detention
Call
2" Infraction e Enters Kickboard e Collects the Phone e Turnsin
infraction e  Family Call cellular
® |[ssues 1 week of device
Detention e Servesl
e Documented Family week of
Call Detention
3" Infraction e  Enters Kickboard e Collects Phone e Turnsin
infraction ® Issues 1 week of cellular
Detention device
e  Family Call e Serves
e  Family Meeting Detention
e  Family cell phone e  Family
pick up during pick-up
scheduled pick up
time.

Infraction Cycle

® Repeats after family meeting
e Culture continuum consequences will increase if students repeat cycles within a
report period (loss of privileges, joy events, etc.)
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AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAMMING, ENRICHMENT, CLUBS & SPORTS

Out-of-School Time (OST) Enroliment
OST slots are based upon the slot allotment given each year by OST funders and available staff for required ratios.
Slots are filled according to the following:

e First slots are given to daycare students.

e Additional slots will be given on a first come, first served basis to students with completed files (enroliment packet,
copy of ID, shot records, up-to-date health assessment) and FSS referrals.

o Next slots are given to participating siblings who have family members enrolled in the program.

All parents/guardians are required to complete an after school enrollment interview and families must have all required
documents in place before they may occupy a slot from the waitlist and begin attending OST.

By signing the OST Enrollment Packet and its related forms, parents/guardians and students agree to follow all program
policies and expectations, including those related to behavior, participation, attendance, student responsibilities,
suspension, and dismissal from the program.

Middle School OST Participation Requirements

Middle school students must be enrolled in an approved OST club or sport in order to remain after school. Students who are
not registered for a club or sport may not remain on campus after school.

All required OST enrollment paperwork must be completed and on file before a student may participate.
Students must have an up-to-date physical and immunization records on file.

Clubs and sports will change on a quarterly basis.

Clubs and sports will have limited spots, and placement is not guaranteed.

Clubs and sports may meet only 2—3 days per week, depending on the activity and schedule.

Students are expected to attend their registered club or sport on the days it is offered.

If a student is not signed up for a club or sport, they cannot stay after school.

Daycare

ELRC/CCIS subsidies are accepted at Belmont; however, available daycare slots are limited. Before transferring your
ELRC/CCIS case to Belmont, families must contact the OST Director to confirm that an opening is available. Transferring your
subsidy does not guarantee enrollment.

Weekly co-payments must be paid, and failure to do so will result in the loss of childcare services or dismissal from the
program.

To enroll in daycare, parents/guardians must complete the following steps:

o \Verbally communicate with the OST Coordinator or Director to express interest in the program, discuss whether the
program meets your childcare needs, and determine if there is an available space to transfer services to the site.
® Arrange care with Belmont using one of the following options:
o Apply for or transfer an ELRC/CCIS subsidy to the appropriate school after admission has been established
with the OST Director.
o Subsidies for students in 1st—8th grade will be assigned to BCS (Provider ID: 6113331486-2).
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° Cg%vf)?(g%esiﬁ%oénrollment process by submitting a properly completed enrollment packet, including the Daycare

Agreement Form, current physical, and up-to-date immunization records.

o Verbally communicate with the OST Coordinator or Director to confirm the payment agreement. The Director will
create a payment account through the Brightwheel application. Children will not be permitted to begin daycare until
payment arrangements have been confirmed. Families with an outstanding balance from BACS or ICS must have a $0
balance before daycare services can begin.

e Students receiving ELRC/CCIS assistance may not begin care until their ELRC case worker has confirmed the
approved start date with the OST Director. Transferring a subsidy or completing paperwork does not guarantee that
care can begin until authorization has been received.

e Consistent failure to make required payments may result in reporting delinquency to ELRC/CCIS, which may impact
continued childcare eligibility.

For additional CCIS information, please visit the Pennsylvania Child Care Works subsidized child care information page.

OST ATHLETIC POLICY

Belmont Charter School Daycare and OST programming are committed to providing a high quality athletic program for our
students. The program allows for students to participate in a wide range of individual and team sporting activities at various
levels. The athletic program’s focus is fair play, participation, sportsmanship, skill-development, and fun. Sports promote the
mission and values of Belmont Charter Network.

Enrollment & Eligibility Requirements

Students must have a complete OST enroliment packet and current physical on file before participating in any athletic
practice, game, meet, or match. Students are expected to attend the full school day and all scheduled practices. Students
who are absent, arrive unexcused after 10:00 AM, or are suspended from school may not participate in athletic activities
that day. For Saturday events, Friday attendance will determine eligibility. Coaches or Athletic Directors must be notified in
advance of planned absences whenever possible. Students must also attend school the full day before a scheduled game,
meet, or match in order to participate.

Academic Expectations

Student-athletes are expected to maintain satisfactory academic standing, with no more than two grades below a C. When
report card grades are not yet available or grades are being updated between marking periods, current classroom
performance and teacher feedback may be used to determine eligibility. Zearn progress will also be monitored, and students
are expected to complete at least three Zearn lessons per week in accordance with school expectations in order to
participate in meets.

Behavior & Sportsmanship

Student-athletes are expected to demonstrate respectful, responsible, and safe behavior throughout the school day, during
practices, and at all athletic events. Disrespectful, disruptive, unsafe, or unsportsmanlike behavior may result in loss of
participation, suspension from an event, or dismissal from the team. Students are expected to follow the directions of
coaches, Athletic Directors, school staff, and officials and represent Belmont Charter Network appropriately at all times.

Siblings & After School Care

Belmont Charter Network is not responsible for supervising younger siblings while a student participates in athletics.
Younger siblings may not remain unsupervised at school or athletic activities. Parents/guardians are responsible for making
appropriate childcare and aftercare arrangements.
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Name Where can | find it? What it is used for? Who do | contact for support?
Download free a MAIN SOURCE of all school Main office can help with general
o ParentSquare PP N . pWIEh gen
ORgo to communication. School guestions and can resend invites.
parentsquare.com/signin closings and emergencies are | For password reset, you must use
communicated through the password reset link directly
ParentSquare. Direct message on Parentsquare.
all staff & teachers here.
Email
Goto View your student’s grades, chromebooksupport@belmontch
n@ PowerSchool cea.powerschool.com/admin | daily attendance, assignments arternetwork.org
and due dates or call Tech support hotline at 215
3304810
E Contact Teacher in order to | View assignments your student | Contact your student’s teachers
_ : be invited is working Google Classroom to be invited to their Google
ConaE E—— Classroom
) Download free app View specific behavior Homeroom teachers
C® kickboard OR go to recognitions & infractions and Director of Culture
www.kickboardforschools.com see who issued them
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